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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
Presbytery Lenten Advertising 
The Presbytery office has arranged for advertising on WTOP radio.  We do this on behalf of all 
our congregations as a way of inviting newcomers and encouraging current members to 
worship with one of our congregations beginning Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday. The ads 
will direct listeners to the presbytery web site for information about individual congregations. 
To help in this effort, we are asking that you send us the services and activities at your church 
from Palm Sunday to Easter. Please be sure to include the title of the event and start time. We 
are looking for services beginning on Palm Sunday (April 5) and ending on Easter (April 12). 
This is an example of how it will be formatted: 
Sunday, April 5 - Palm Sunday 
11:00 am - Worship 
Thursday, April 9 - Maundy Thursday 
7:00 pm - Worship with Communion 
Friday, April 10 - Good Friday 
12:00 pm - Service of Quiet Reflection 
Sunday, April 12 - Easter Sunday 
9:00 am - Worship 
11:00 am - Worship 
Please provide your information to Rob Monroe, rmonroe@thepresbytery.org by 
March 26th, so that we can fill the holes on our site. 
 
 
Joys and Pastoral Concerns 
Rev. Jacob Rodawla, pastor of Mizo Presbyterian Church, became a US citizen on Feb. 10.   
 



Birthday Greetings 
for the Month of 

March 
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March 5, 2009 
 
To:  Members of National Capital Presbytery 
 
From:  Jeff Krehbiel, Chair of Council 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The newly formed Council of National Capital Presbytery met in day-long retreats January 
17 and again on February 7 to reflect on our purpose, role and calling within the presbytery. 
At the second of these gatherings, we elected leadership, as provided by the new Presbytery 
Manual of Operations. I was selected to serve as chair, Jan Edmiston as vice-chair, and 
Melissa Kirkpatrick as clerk. Carol Howard Merritt and William Layson, respectively, will 
serve as chairs of the Ministry and Administrative Divisions. 
 
At our February 7 gathering we also voted to create a task force to advise the Council 
related to the future of Meadowkirk, as we seek to provide guidance to the Presbytery, 
particularly in regard to Presbytery’s role as investor, guarantor, and any other role which it 
may be asked to serve by lenders. The task force is composed of Council members Carol 
Merritt and Dick Eagan, together with former Council members Cindy Bolbach and Steve 
Robertson. Wilson Gunn and Dick Lowery will provide staff support.  
 
The task force was further authorized to contract the services of a consultant experienced in 
financial modeling, asset valuation and risk analysis. These services will be paid for from 
Presbytery assets and will not involve any funding related to Meadowkirk designated funds.   
 
The questions the task force will address include the following:  
 

1. How feasible are the financial models regarding operational income and expense at 
Meadowkirk which will project the operational shortfall or gain over the next five 
years? 

2. How can Meadowkirk financing free the NCP assets, which were not designated for 
Meadowkirk, so they can be used as they have been designated?  How can we get to 
the place where those assets not be pledged as collateral but the Presbytery just 
provides a guarantee for the Meadowkirk loan? 

3. How can Meadowkirk generate funds to make the debt payments and cover 
operational shortfall over the present year?  

4. What other alternatives might we explore regarding Meadowkirk’s future, and how 
viable are those alternatives? 

 
The Council believes it will be mutually beneficial to both the Council and the Meadowkirk 
Board if we can provide independently generated responses through a neutral, experienced, 
third party source.  We believe the Meadowkirk Board would benefit from the observations 
of this consultant, especially as it presents the opportunity to donate to this ministry to 
potential donors in the Presbytery.  This information also can provide the ground for “Board 



to Board” conversations between the Council and the Meadowkirk Board, as together we 
navigate these challenging waters.   
 
At the March 24 Presbytery meeting, the Council will bring several modest amendments to 
the motions related to Meadowkirk that were presented at the January 27 meeting as a 
“first reading.” The Council continues to be persuaded that these actions are imperative to 
insure the Presbytery’s solvency, and to enable the Presbytery to consider any and all 
options related to Meadowkirk’s future. At the March 24 meeting the task-force will also 
report on its findings to date. 
 
Meanwhile, the staff of the Presbytery and Meadowkirk are working to compile all the 
information requested at the January 27 Presbytery meeting. These materials will be posted 
on the Presbytery website as available, (and no later than two weeks prior to the March 24 
meeting), and in print form upon request. 
 
Much like the new administration in Washington, the new Council did not imagine we would 
face such a challenge when we agreed to serve last Fall. Nevertheless, we are focusing on 
this now as our highest priority, engaging all the many stakeholders in this process as we 
seek greater clarity on the way forward. In that process, we ask for your prayers and 
support. 
 
    In Christ, 
 
 
    Jeffrey K. Krehbiel, Chair 
    Presbytery Council 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A CONTEMPLATIVE PRESENCE WORKSHOP 
 

Saturday, March 14, 2009, 10am-4pm 
 

Sponsor: The Shalem Institute for Spiritual Formation 
Leader:  Ann Kulp 

 
Location: Providence Presbyterian Church 

9019 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031 
 
 

We cannot attain the presence of God. We're already totally in 
the presence of God. What's absent is awareness. Prayer is... a 
stance. It's a way of living in the Presence... (Richard Rohr) 
 
Do you desire to nurture this prayerful stance in your daily life?  
Are you looking for inspiration, encouragement and a prayerful 
community to explore this awareness and presence to God in all of 
life? 
This workshop will provide an opportunity to notice and nurture living 
in the Presence. Through a variety of prayer practices, silence, 
reflection and sharing, we will seek to grow in our understanding and 
appreciation of contemplative living and how that overflows in love 
and service. All are invited, whether new to this theme or wanting to 
deepen and nurture this prayerful presence.  
Cost:   $50 (Please bring a bag lunch.) 
 
Ann Kulp, D.Min. is a graduate of Shalem's Leading Contemplative 
Prayer Groups & Retreats Program. She leads workshops, quiet days and 
retreats, is a spiritual director, and the author of SPIRIT WINDOWS: A 
Handbook of Spiritual Growth Resources for Leaders. She is an ordained 
Elder and certified educator in the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
To register online or by mail, please go to www.shalem.org 
Or contact Program Registrar, Kit Turen kit@shalem.org, (301-897-7334 
ext. 200) 

http://www.shalem.org/
mailto:kit@shalem.org


 

 

regional gatherings 
 

§ CAN'T AFFORD THE TIME OR COST OF ATTENDING ANOTHER NATIONAL EVENT? 

§ CONCERNED ABOUT ISSUES FACING PRESBYTERIES AND THE FUTURE OF THE PC(USA)? 
§ HUNGRY FOR WORSHIP AND PRAYER INFUSED WITH THE JOYFUL URGENCY OF THE 

GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST? 

PFR is bringing a regional gathering to a congregation near you…  

more than 50 events now being planned nationwide! 

 Please join us for a time of worship, prayer, 
conversation, and partnership hosted by 

 

The National Presbyterian Church 
4101 Nebraska Ave NW, Washington, DC 
Saturday, March 14th, 12:00 noon – 2:00pm 
RSVP by 3/11: TengPresby@aol.com or 703.899.0725 

presbyterians for renewal 
8134 New LaGrange Road #227 

Louisville KY 40222-4679 
502.425.4630 

www.pfrenewal.org 
mobilizing leaders of congregations within the 
PC(USA) to be biblically faithful and missionally 

minded in their service to Jesus Christ. 
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GENEROUS CONGREGATIONS 
Luncheon for Pastors 

Register with 
Rob Monroe: 

rmonroe@thepresbytery.org   
Or call 

240.482.1573 

Pastors who have discovered the joy of giving generously in their own lives radiate 
confidence in discussing money from a faith perspective and encourage others to give 
generously.  Conversely, those who are not comfortable with “money talk” seem to 
discourage others from giving generously and set the tone for a scarcity mentality.  
 
During this luncheon we will discuss the role of the pastor in a successful stewardship 
ministry and provide an opportunity for pastors to encourage and support each other 
as they talk about the challenges of stewardship in the midst of an uncertain 
economy.   

Generous Congregations: 

Trust God to provide for 
their ministry 

Are grateful for God’s 
overflowing generosity 

Give joyfully to God’s work 
outside the doors of the 
church 

Focus on Ministry 

Are filled with generous 
people 

Come in all sizes 

Sponsored by 

Stewardship Committee & 

Transforming Congregations Team 

of National Capital Presbytery 

March 27 2009 
12:00 pm - 1:30 pm 

Falls Church Presbyterian Church 
225 Eas t Broad St ree t , Fa l l s Church , VA  

Registration is required 
Register by March 20 

Cost  -  $10.00 
Make checks payable to NCP 

Workshop Leaders: 
 
Vera K. White serves as Director of New Church Development, 
Stewardship, and Committee on Ministry for Pittsburgh Presbytery.  
She is the author of numerous study and devotional resources.  Vera 
is a former high school English teacher and Christian Educator with a 
Master’s degree in Organizational Leadership.  
 
Rev. William L. Roemer is the Chair of Pittsburgh Presbytery’s 
Stewardship Ministry Team. He is a pastor and preacher.  Bill is also 
President of Philanthropy Focus, Inc., a firm which recruits senior 
development officers for the nonprofit sector. 



GENEROUS CONGREGATIONS 

Register for both events with 
Rob Monroe: 

rmonroe@thepresbytery.org   
Or call 

240.482.1573 

Being faithful in all aspects of our lives, including our finances, is a 
challenge to all Christians.  Generous Congregations will help 
church leaders understand and change the money culture of a con-
gregation through Bible study, prayer, and ongoing conversations 
about money and faith.  
 
 Participants will explore a biblical foundation for stewardship, learn 
about the importance of tithing, gain practical skills for effective 
stewardship ministry, and support each other in a journey of disci-
pleship.  

Generous Congregations: 

Trust God to provide for 
their ministry 

Are grateful for God’s 
overflowing generosity 

Give joyfully to God’s work 
outside the doors of the 
church 

Focus on Ministry 

Are filled with generous 
people 

Come in all sizes 

Sponsored by 

Stewardship Committee & 

Transforming Congregations Team 

of National Capital Presbytery 

March 28 2009 
9:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m. 

Falls Church Presbyterian Church 
225 Eas t Broad St ree t , Fa l l s Church , VA  

Lunch Meeting for Pastors  
Friday, March 27—12:00 p.m. 

Falls Church Presbyterian Church 
Registration is required—Cost $10.00 

Workshop Leaders: 
 
Vera K. White serves as Director of New Church Development, 
Stewardship, and Committee on Ministry for Pittsburgh Presbytery.  
She is the author of numerous study and devotional resources.  Vera 
is a former high school English teacher and Christian Educator with a 
Master’s degree in Organizational Leadership.  
 
Rev. William L. Roemer is the Chair of Pittsburgh Presbytery’s 
Stewardship Ministry Team. He is a pastor and preacher.  Bill is also 
President of Philanthropy Focus, Inc., a firm which recruits senior 
development officers for the nonprofit sector. 



 
The Next Season 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” 
--Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 
Throughout every season of my life, my faith has been a constant presence—
comforting me, challenging me, and guiding me through immense joy and deep 
sorrow. 
 
My faith journey began not as a Presbyterian, but as a Catholic in small parishes on 
the South Dakota plains and later in campus chapels at the University of Notre Dame 
and in the imposing cathedrals of Washington.  In that season of life, I came to know 
God through service to others, whether caroling at nursing homes or tutoring 
latchkey kids.  But I also came to the unsettling realization that while my church 
valued my service and my devotion to following Jesus, it didn’t fully value me. 
 
You see, I am a gay man. 
 
For several years, I wandered—and wondered.  Could I be gay and a person of faith?  
Did God love me because I am gay or in spite of the fact that I am gay? 
 
Discovering the Presbyterian Church opened a second and very joyful season of my 
life.  I found in Clarendon Presbyterian Church a congregation small in number but 
mighty in its faith, love, and its unwavering commitment to spreading the hope and 
justice of the gospels I have read since I was a child.   
 
For eight years, that community—and the broader community of NCP—has helped 
me to continue my faith journey in ways that I never could have imagined.  As a 
church member, I have laughed, cried, sung, and celebrated with people from all 
walks of life, many of whom have become part of my extended family.  As a 
missionary, I have seen and struggled with issues of poverty and AIDS in the 
developing world.  As an elder, I have preached and painted, bagged groceries and 
baked cookies.  Through all of this, I have drawn closer to God than ever before, and 
more open to God’s call in my life. 
 
The next season of my life will be about my future—our future.  As a gay man and an 
ordained elder, I read G-6.0106b in the Book of Order and think of Jesus’ 
admonishment in Matthew’s gospel: “Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s 
eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?”  The truth is this—we are all in 
search of God’s grace and the love and forgiveness of our brothers and sisters when 
we fall short.  I am also reminded of Jesus’ call earlier in the same gospel: “Follow 
me, and I will make you fish for people.”  No background checks, no judicial review, 
just a simple call to follow—and the disciples dropped their nets and did just that.  
 
I will not leave the Presbyterian Church, as I did the Catholic Church, because I 
believe in the reformed tradition, and in our ability—as God’s called servants—to 
honor that tradition and serve the church with “energy, intelligence, imagination, and 
love.”  In a time of lawsuits, schism, controversy, and heartache, we as 
Presbyterians can follow a different path.  My prayer is that we choose it.  
 
T. Reindl 
Elder, Clarendon Presbyterian Church 
 


